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• We define Global swimways as:

“rivers and their associated ecosystems that support the entire migration routes of 

biologically and/or socioeconomically important freshwater fishes”
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Biological criteria

• IUCN Red List database

• Biological criteria

• Species richness

• Threatened status

• Endemism
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Biological criteria

Hydrobasin Species range
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Economic criteria
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Social criteria

Coracles on the Teifi at Cenarth c. 1900 https://sublimewales.wordpress.com/material-culture/fishing/coracles/
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Future directions

• Quantifying and refining migration routes

• Global engagement to address data gaps

• Identification of a Global Swimway

• Developing a hierarchical approach

• Creating a global standard

• Embedding Global Swimways within 

conservation policy
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